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1 If the person who, or on whose behalf, an 
application for supplementary registration is 
submitted is the same as the person identi-
fied as the copyright claimant in the basic 
registration, the Copyright Office will place 
a note referring to the supplementary reg-
istration on its records of the basic registra-
tion.

(e) Recordation. The date of recorda-
tion is the date when a proper docu-
ment under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion and a proper fee under paragraph 
(d) of this section are all received in 
the Copyright Office. After recordation 
the document is returned to the sender 
with a certificate of record. 

(17 U.S.C. 205, 702, 708) 

[43 FR 35044, Aug. 8, 1978, as amended at 53 
FR 123, Jan. 5, 1988; 56 FR 59885, Nov. 26, 1991; 
64 FR 29521, June 1, 1999; 65 FR 39819, June 28, 
2000]

§ 201.5 Corrections and amplifications 
of copyright registrations; applica-
tions for supplementary registra-
tion. 

(a) General. (1) This section prescribes 
conditions relating to the filing of an 
application for supplementary registra-
tion, to correct an error in a copyright 
registration or to amplify the informa-
tion given in a registration, under sec-
tion 408(d) of title 17 of the United 
States Code, as amended by Pub. L. 94–
553. For the purposes of this section: 

(i) A basic registration means any of 
the following: 

(A) A copyright registration made 
under sections 408, 409, and 410 of title 
17 of the United States Code, as amend-
ed by Pub. L. 94–553; 

(B) A renewal registration made 
under section 304 of title 17 of the 
United States Code, as so amended; 

(C) A registration of claim to copy-
right made under title 17 of the United 
States Code as it existed before Janu-
ary 1, 1978; or 

(D) A renewal registration made 
under title 17 of the United States Code 
as it existed before January 1, 1978; and 

(ii) A supplementary registration 
means a registration made upon appli-
cation under section 408(d) of title 17 of 
the United States Code, as amended by 
Pub. L. 94–553, and the provisions of 
this section. 

(2) No correction or amplification of 
the information in a basic registration 
will be made except pursuant to the 
provisions of this § 201.5. As an excep-
tion, where it is discovered that the 
record of a basic registration contains 
an error that the Copyright Office 
itself should have recognized at the 
time registration was made, the Office 

will take appropriate measures to rec-
tify its error. 

(b) Persons entitled to file an applica-
tion for supplementary registration; 
grounds of application. (1) Supple-
mentary registration can be made only 
if a basic copyright registration for the 
same work has already been completed. 
After a basic registration has been 
completed, any author or other copy-
right claimant of the work, or the 
owner of any exclusive right in the 
work, or the duly authorized agent of 
any such author, other claimant, or 
owner, who wishes to correct or am-
plify the information given in the basic 
registration for the work may file an 
application for supplementary registra-
tion.1

(2) Supplementary registration may 
be made either to correct or to amplify 
the information in a basic registration. 
For the purposes of this section: 

(i) A correction is appropriate if infor-
mation in the basic registration was 
incorrect at the time that basic reg-
istration was made, and the error is 
not one that the Copyright Office itself 
should have recognized; 

(ii) An amplification is appropriate: 
(A) To supplement or clarify the in-

formation that was required by the ap-
plication for the basic registration and 
should have been provided, such as the 
identity of a co-author or co-claimant, 
but was omitted at the time the basic 
registration was made, or 

(B) To reflect changes in facts, other 
than those relating to transfer, license, 
or ownership of rights in the work, 
that have occurred since the basic reg-
istration was made. 

(iii) Supplementary registration is 
not appropriate: 

(A) As an amplification, to reflect a 
change in ownership that occurred on 
or after the effective date of the basic 
registration or to reflect the division, 
allocation, licensing or transfer of 
rights in a work; or 
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(B) To correct errors in statements 
or notices on the copies of 
phonorecords of a work, or to reflect 
changes in the content of a work; and 

(iv) Where a basic renewal registra-
tion has been made for a work during 
the last year of the relevant first-term 
copyright, supplementary registration 
to correct the renewal claimant or 
basis of claim or to add a renewal 
claimant is ordinarily possible only if 
the application for supplementary reg-
istration and fee are received in the 
Copyright Office within the last year of 
the relevant first-term copyright. If 
the error or omission in a basic re-
newal registration is extremely minor, 
and does not involve the identity of the 
renewal claimant or the legal basis of 
the claim, supplementary registration 
may be made at any time. In an excep-
tional case, however, supplementary 
registration may be made to correct 
the name of the renewal claimant and 
the legal basis of the claim at any time 
if clear, convincing, objective docu-
mentation is submitted to the Copy-
right Office which proves that an inad-
vertent error was made in failing to 
designate the correct living statutory 
renewal claimant in the basic renewal 
registration. 

(c) Form and content of application for 
supplementary registration. (1) An appli-
cation for supplementary registration 
shall be made on a form prescribed by 
the Copyright Office, shall be accom-
panied by the appropriate fee identified 
in § 201.3(c) and shall contain the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) The title of the work as it appears 
in the basic registration, including pre-
vious or alternative titles if they ap-
pear; 

(ii) The registration number of the 
basic registration; 

(iii) The year when the basic reg-
istration was completed; 

(iv) The name or names of the author 
or authors of the work, and the copy-
right claimant or claimants in the 
work, as they appear in the basic reg-
istration; 

(v) In the case of a correction: 
(A) The line number and heading or 

description of the part of the basic reg-
istration where the error occurred; 

(B) A transcription of the erroneous 
information as it appears in the basic 
registration; 

(C) A statement of the correct infor-
mation as it should have appeared; and 

(D) If desired, an explanation of the 
error or its correction; 

(vi) In the case of an amplification: 
(A) The line number and heading or 

description of the part of the basic reg-
istration where the information to be 
amplified appears; 

(B) A clear and succinct statement of 
the information to be added; and 

(C) If desired, an explanation of the 
amplification; 

(vii) The name and address: 
(A) To which correspondence con-

cerning the application should be sent; 
and 

(B) To which the certificate of sup-
plementary registration should be 
mailed; and 

(viii) The certification shall consist 
of: 

(A) The handwritten signature of the 
author, other copyright claimant, or 
owner of exclusive right(s) in the work, 
or of the duly authorized agent of such 
author, other claimant or owner (who 
shall also be identified); 

(B) The typed or printed name of the 
person whose signature appears, and 
the date of signature; and 

(C) A statement that the person sign-
ing the application is the author, other 
copyright claimant, or owner of exclu-
sive right(s) in the work, or the author-
ized agent of such author, other claim-
ant, or owner, and that the statements 
made in the application are correct to 
the best of that person’s knowledge. 

(2) The form prescribed by the Copy-
right Office for the foregoing purposes 
is designated ‘‘Application for Supple-
mentary Copyright Registration (Form 
CA)’’. Copies of the form are available 
free upon request to the Public Infor-
mation Office, Library of Congress, 
Copyright Office, 101 Independence Av-
enue, SE, Washington, DC 20559-6000. 

(3) Copies, phonorecords or sup-
porting documents cannot be made 
part of the record of a supplementary 
registration and should not be sub-
mitted with the application. 

(d) Effect of supplementary registration. 
(1) When a supplementary registration 
is completed, the Copyright Office will 
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assign it a new registration number in 
the appropriate class, and issue a cer-
tificate of supplementary registration 
under that number. 

(2) As provided in section 408(d) of 
title 17, the information contained in a 
supplementary registration augments 
but does not supersede that contained 
in the basic registration. The basic reg-
istration will not be expunged or can-
celled. 

(Pub. L. 94–553; 17 U.S.C. 205, 408(d), 601(b), 
702, 708) 

[43 FR 773, Jan. 4, 1978, as amended at 56 FR 
59885, Nov. 26, 1991; 57 FR 60482, Dec. 21, 1992; 
60 FR 34168, June 30, 1995; 62 FR 35421, July 1, 
1997; 63 FR 59236, Nov. 3, 1998; 63 FR 66042, 
Dec. 1, 1998; 64 FR 29521, June 1, 1999; 65 FR 
39819, June 28, 2000; 65 FR 48914, Aug. 10, 2000; 
66 FR 34372, June 28, 2001]

§ 201.6 Payment and refund of Copy-
right Office fees. 

(a) In general. All fees sent to the 
Copyright Office should be in the form 
of a money order, check or bank draft 
payable to the Register of Copyrights. 
Coin or currency sent to the Office in 
letters or packages will be at the re-
mitter’s risk. Remittances from for-
eign countries should be in the form of 
an International Money Order or Bank 
Draft payable and immediately nego-
tiable in the United States for the full 
amount of the fee required. Uncertified 
checks are accepted subject to collec-
tion. Where the statutory fee is sub-
mitted in the form of a check, the reg-
istration of the copyright claim or 
other record made by the Office is pro-
visional until payment in money is re-
ceived. In the event the fee is not paid, 
the registration or other record shall 
be expunged. 

(b) Deposit accounts. Persons or firms 
having a considerable amount of busi-
ness with the Copyright Office may, for 
their own convenience, prepay copy-
right expenses by establishing a De-
posit Account. 

(c) Refunds. Money remitted to the 
Copyright Office for original, basic, 
supplementary or renewal registration 
will not be refunded if the claim is re-
jected because the material deposited 
does not constitute copyrightable sub-
ject matter or because the claim is in-
valid for any other reason. Payments 
made by mistake or in excess of the 

statutory fee will be refunded, but 
amounts of $50 or less will not be re-
funded unless specifically requested, 
and refunds of less than $2 may be 
made in postage stamps. Before mak-
ing any refund for fees remitted in re-
lation to nonregistration copyright 
services, the Copyright Office shall de-
duct an administrative processing fee 
in an amount equivalent to one hour of 
the requested service, or the minimum 
fee set by statute for the service. 

(d) Return of deposit copies. Copies of 
works deposited in the Copyright Office 
pursuant to law are either retained in 
the Copyright Office, transferred for 
the permanent collections or other 
uses of the Library of Congress, or dis-
posed of according to law. When an ap-
plication is rejected, the Copyright Of-
fice reserves the right to retain the de-
posited copies. 

(17 U.S.C. 702, 708(c)) 

[24 FR 4955, June 18, 1959, as amended at 46 
FR 25442, May 7, 1981; 56 FR 7813, Feb. 26, 
1991; 59 FR 38371, July 28, 1994]

§ 201.7 Cancellation of completed reg-
istrations. 

(a) Definition. Cancellation is an ac-
tion taken by the Copyright Office 
whereby either the registration is 
eliminated on the ground that the reg-
istration is invalid under the applica-
ble law and regulations, or the reg-
istration number is eliminated and a 
new registration is made under a dif-
ferent class and number. 

(b) General policy. The Copyright Of-
fice will cancel a completed registra-
tion only in those cases where: 

(1) It is clear that no registration 
should have been made because the 
work does not constitute copyrightable 
subject matter or fails to satisfy the 
other legal and formal requirements 
for obtaining copyright; 

(2) Registration may be authorized 
but the application, deposit material, 
or fee does not meet the requirements 
of the law and Copyright Office regula-
tions, and the Office is unable to get 
the defect corrected; or 

(3) An existing registration in the 
wrong class is to be replaced by a new 
registration in the correct class. 

(c) Circumstances under which a reg-
istration will be cancelled. (1) Where the 
Copyright Office becomes aware after 
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